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ever found and without notice removed to concentration camps
Livestock, household goods, farm implements, everything wen
to the white camp-followers; the homes usually were burned
After this the long trek to Arkansas in mid-winter was begun
An eye-witness in Kentucky reported: "Even aged females, up
patently nearly ready to drop into the grave, were travelling
with heavy burdens attached to their backs, sometimes on froze:
ground and sometimes on muddy streets, with no covering fo
their feet.
Of about 14,000 who were herded onto this "trail of tears,
as it came to be called, 4,000 died on the way. While a hundre
Cherokecs a day were perishing of exhaustion and cold on tha
dreadful road, President Van Buren on December 3, 1838 ac
dressed Congress; 'The measure's [for Cherokee removal] at
thorized by Congress at its last session have had the happies
effects .,. The Cherokees have emigrated without any apparer
reluctance,0 The financial costs of the trail of tears were charge
by the government against the funds credited to the tribe pin
suanfc to the fraudulent treaty.
As the final company of the Cherokees started on the Ion
trail, their leaders held the last council they would ever hoi
on their home ground. They adopted a resolution which ougl
to be remembered forever. They did not ask pity for their pec
pie, because they knew there would be no pity, and asking pit
was never the Indian's way. They did not reproach or condom
Georgia or the United States Government. They did not cjuol
John Marshall's decision, since that decision, for them, had bee
written on water. To the violated treaties and fraudulent treati*
they made no reference; for they had now learned that whic
General Francis C. Walker was to phrase immortally when, j
1871, writing as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, he describe
the white man's view concerning honor toward Indians: "Whe
dealing with savage men, as witli savage beasts, no cjuestion <
national honor can arise. Whether to fight, to run away, or I
employ a ruse, is solely a question of expediency.0 Their treatic
the Cherokees had learned, had been "ruses" of the white ma^
So the resolution, passed in what: then seemed to be their fin
hour, was addressed to no man, and leaned on no consideratio
except the principle of justice which they believed was undying
"The title of the Cherokee people to their lands is the m<:
.; ancient, pure and absolute known to man; its date is beyond t
reach of human record; its validity confirmed by possession ai
i enjoyment antecedent to all pretense of claim by any portion
the human race.